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2024 Community Report
Foster care: New 
Avenues for Youth, 
Avenues to College

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you, Chair Ryan, committee members.The annual Community Report highlights the impact of the Portland Children’s Levy on the ground.The data in the report will look familiar to most of you, since it was shared during the March Allocation Committee meeting.The community report is a way to hear from the people most impacted by voter investments, including children, families and staff at our grantee partners.As many of you know, voters approved the original Levy in 2002, with grants going out the next year.In this year’s report, we celebrate two decades of making a difference.We also recognized that many programs made significant progress toward pre-pandemic goals during the 2022-23 fiscal year covered in this report. Pictured here are current and former foster youth in the New Avenues for Youth program called Access to College enjoying a rafting trip in Central Oregon.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PCL provided 91 program grants totaling more than $26 million to support grantee partners working in early childhood, after school, child abuse prevention and intervention, foster care, hunger relief, mentoring, community childcare, and smaller organizations working in these areas.In the pie chart pictured here, you can see that breakdown in dollar amounts and percentages by program area.The grants served 9,750 children.77% of folks served identified as Black, Indigenous and people of color.A third lived in homes where the primary language spoken was not English.44% lived or went to school east of 82nd Avenue.And as we all know, there continues to be a high need for hunger relief programs.The levy supported the distribution of more than 3.5 million pounds of food at more than 60 sites.1:05



Setting a strong foundation
Mentoring: The 
Pathfinder Network, 
Mentoring Inside 
Out

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The first Levy in 2002 featured 4 program areas: after school, child abuse prevention and intervention, early childhood and mentoring. The goal was to support children starting in the crucial early years by creating safe environments where they could thrive surrounded by nurturing adults. Having a caring, professional mentor can significantly improve a child’s life. At The Pathfinder Network, which became a grantee partner in 2020, the Mentoring Inside Out program supports youth ages 7-18 who are impacted by a parent or caregiver’s incarceration. Jimmie, a program participant is pictured here on the left with his mentor, Vic.“Back when I first started working with Vic, I couldn’t see a future, I just felt like it was always going to be like this, and I just had to deal. Whenever I called him, he picked up and would ask me things like ‘if everything were perfect right now, what would it look like?’ There are so many little moments with The Pathfinder Network where I changed over the littlest things. I’m glad I am who I am right now. I wouldn’t want to be anywhere else.”



Setting a strong foundation
Child abuse prevention 
and intervention:
LifeWorks NW, 
Community and Family 
Alliance

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Supporting children also requires supporting parents and caregivers so they can provide safer, more stable home environments. The Family and Community Alliance from LifeWorks NW has received funding since the start of the Levy. The program enhances parenting skills and connects families to resources by providing home visits, case management, parenting classes, outreach and more.Ellena Brown, a program participant pictured here, said: “It wasn’t until my third meeting with Jesse (LifeWorks advocate) that I started to open up about life, my children and the help I really did need even if I was stubborn about it. I literally looked forward to my meetings to vent, to be helped, and be ok with being helped.” :50



Setting a strong foundation
After school: Impact 
NW, AKA Science

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For school-age children, fun and educational activities after school and in the summer can supplement classroom learning while providing safe places for children to further develop social-emotional skills. Many programs feature hands-on, immersive learning opportunities and can expose children to potential career pathways. The AKA Science program from Impact NW provides science enrichment classes after school and in the summer on topics like chemistry, biology, physics, engineering, environmental science and more, along with supply kits for experiments and lessons."I wish my normal science classes were like [AKA Science!],” said Thi Ri (left) and Shadae (right), two Ron Russell Middle School students.:50



Responding to emerging needs
Foster care: New 
Avenues for Youth, 
Avenues to College

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Community input on emerging needs prompted the Levy to add foster care in 2008 and hunger relief in 2012 as new program areas.For many foster care youth, the time transitioning out of foster care into the early adult years can prove challenging. At New Avenues for Youth, the Avenues to College program helps current and former foster youth access and succeed in college.“This program assisted me during my process in applying for Portland State University, taught me the fundamentals when it comes to writing a scholarship essay, and provided me with much needed support during difficult times,” said Brittany Dillard, a program participant graduating from PSU. “I couldn’t ask for a better program to be a part of my educational journey!":50



Responding to emerging needs
Hunger relief: Portland 
Opportunities 
Industrialization Center

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In Southeast Portland, a small team at Portland Opportunities Industrialization Center packages food bags and recipes that are distributed monthly to students and families across all POIC and Rosemary Anderson school campuses and community-based programs. POIC also provides emergency food at three school pantries.Pictured here is DeShaun Knuckles, associate program coordinator for the POIC Youth Services program. Knuckles graduated from Rosemary Anderson High School in 2020 and previously participated in the school’s Levy-funded mentoring program.  “I appreciate being able to give food out,” he said. “I hope to inspire somebody just like others inspired me to come back. It’s great.”1:00



Coming full circle
Early childhood: 
Morrison Child & 
Family Services, Listos 
Para Aprender (Ready 
to Learn)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Investments made in the Levy’s early days, especially in children’s early years, can make a lasting impact, sometimes across entire families. All four of Hilda Ku’s children participated in the Listos Para Aprender (Ready to Learn) child development program offered by Morrison Child and Family Services, which has received funding since the Levy started. The program serves Latino children from birth through age 5 and their families, the majority of whom live east of 82nd Avenue. Services – all provided in Spanish – include home and virtual visits, parent-child groups, child development screenings, parenting assessments and other family support services.Hilda, pictured here on the right, signed up for the program when she was in the hospital with her first child, Mayel Interian-Ku, who is now a freshman at the University of Oregon. Mayel is pictured here with her parents at her graduation from Parkrose High School last year.Over the years, Interian-Ku watched her younger siblings participate in the same program she did herself.Here’s what Mayel said: “It was interesting to see (my siblings) collaborate with other kids and playing. The home visitations were still happening. (Staff) would always bring different books that had just come out. It was interesting to be reading to my little siblings and seeing how they react to the pages. They really loved learning.”1:30



Building a more equitable future

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
YOUTUBE VIDEOhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P3Jy2uSrZyAIn response to community feedback, the Levy in 2020 developed a small grants program to provide a more equitable pathway for smaller nonprofits to access Levy funding for the first time. Nearly all small grants also feature disability inclusion goals to better serve children with disabilities, like the after school program at Portland Tennis & Education.PT&E operates out of the St. Johns Racquet Center, a facility owned by Portland Parks & Recreation, which like the Levy, is also part of the Vibrant Communities service area.In this video, we’ll get to meet Pedro, PT&E’s first wheelchair scholar athlete. PLAY VIDEO:40



Building a more equitable future

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
YOUTUBE VIDEOhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_92MqWGYbsAnd lastly, let’s meet Carlos, who graduated from high school this year after being involved with PT&E for a decade.PLAY VIDEOSTOP SCREENSHAREThank you to our grantee partners and program participants who shared their stories in the report. For more stories like these, please check out the 2024 Community Report at portlandchildrenslevy.org and follow us at @pdxkidslevy on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. Thank you.:25
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